SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE NEWS FOR SUNDAY 14 AUGUST 
2022 


Good morning and welcome to the weekly news bulletin of the South African 
Radio League read by ..............45 [your name, call sign and QTH] 


The South African Radio League broadcasts a news bulletin each Sunday in 
Afrikaans and in English at 08:15 and 08:30 Central African Time respectively 
on HF and various VHF and UHF repeaters around the country. The bul- 
letin is relayed on Echolink by Johan, ZS6JPL. The audio bulletins can be 
downloaded from the League website at http://www.sarl.org.zawhile the text 
bulletin can be downloaded from https://sarlnewsbulletin.wordpress.com. To 
join the MailChimp bulletin mailing list, send an e-mail to the SARL Secretary. 


In the news today: 
THE SARL HF DIGITAL CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 


THE 25TH INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE AND LIGHTSHIP WEEK- 
END 


and 

RTTY TURNS 100 

Stay tuned for more information on these and other interesting news items. 
THE SARL HF DIGITAL CONTEST THIS AFTERNOON 


The SARL HF Digital Contest will be on the air from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC this 
afternoon, with RTTY activity spread over three periods: 20 m between 14:00 
and 14:30 UTC, 40 m between 15:00 and 16:00 UTC and 80 m between 16:30 
and 17:00 UTC. You have a choice of four categories of participation. YL and 
Youth participants are asked to mark their log sheets with YL or Youth. All 
the information is on page 62 of the 2022 SARL Contest Manual. Please read 
the rules before the contest and check General Rule 15.7 as well. 


MFJ TO CELEBRATE 50TH ANNIVERSARY 


MFJ Enterprises, an amateur radio electronics manufacturer and retailer, will 
celebrate 50 years in business this October. Martin Jue, K5FLU, founded the 
company in 1972 after building a CW filter kit that sold for less than $10. 
Since 1990 the company has made five acquisitions, including Hy-Gain and 
Cushcraft antennas. MFJ Customer Services and Public Relations Manager 
Richard Stubbs says the company continues to grow with the popularity of 
amateur radio and currently manufactures over 2 000 products. “I’ve been with 
the company for 28 years and the numbers are good,” said Stubbs. “Amateur 
radio continues to grow worldwide.” 


Martin Jue graduated from Mississippi State University with a bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering and he earned a master’s degree in electrical engineering 
at the Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia Tech). He served as a professor 


of electrical engineering at Mississippi State University from 1972 until 1979, 
but abandoned his doctorate in 1977 because of MFJ’s growth. 


THE 25TH INTERNATIONAL LIGHTHOUSE AND LIGHTSHIP WEEK- 
END 


At the time of writing this bulletin, seventeen South African lighthouses have 
registered for the 25th ILLW activity on 20 and 21 August. The Cape Town 
Amateur Radio Centre will activate Green Point lighthouse for the 24th time! 
With one week to go, there is still time to register a lighthouse. Hopefully, 
Namibia and Mozambique will also appear on the list. ILLW is one of the most 
popular international amateur radio events in existence, probably because there 
are very few rules and it is not the usual contest-type event. It is also free and 
there are no prizes for contacting large numbers of other stations. ILLW is not 
a contest! 


The 2022 Southern African Lighthouse Award is available for working light- 
houses in Namibia, South Africa and Mozambique. Find the 2022 Lighthouse 
log sheet at www.sarl.org.za/public/contests/contestrules.asp. You may contact 
non-lighthouse stations, BUT there must be at least FOUR lighthouses in your 
log to qualify for the certificate. The Lighthouse name, number and the opera- 
tor’s name must be obtained during the QSO. The certificate will be sent to you 
by e-mail - it is a PDF document. Send your log sheet to secretary@sarl.org.za 
after the event. 


You are listening to a news bulletin of the South African Radio League. 
RTTY TURNS 100 


On 9 August 1922 a text was typed in an airplane and simultaneously printed 
out at a ground station. With this experiment, the US Navy Department gave 
the telex procedure wings - exactly 100 years ago. From now on, it was possible 
to transmit texts wirelessly at a speed of up to 100 words per minute. The 
Ministry immediately pushed for messages to be made available in the opposite 
direction, namely from the ground to the plane. It was the birth of radio telex 
or RTTY. 


After the Second World War, the first telexes came into the hands of radio 
amateurs in the USA, who then modified their transmitters for frequency shift 
keying (FSK). RTTY had now also arrived in the amateur radio service. With 
the advent of personal computers at the beginning of the 1980s, they replaced 
the previously widespread electro mechanically generated RT'TY with very sim- 
ple RTTY programmes. With the introduction of digital technology and the 
development of new types of transmission such as PSK31 and later FT8, RTTY 
has lost its previous importance in amateur radio. It is different in the maritime 
radio service: despite modern and fast digital processes, RT'TY transmissions 
still have their place there, e.g., to warn of dangers or to transmit current sea 
weather reports to the skippers. 


CLUB NEWS 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club would like to remind you they will activate 
Seal Point Lighthouse, ILLW number ZA-0021, situated in Cape St Francis on 
Saturday and Sunday, 20 and 21 August. They hope to be active on the 20, 40 
and 80 metres. All QSOs will be confirmed via the SA QSL Service, QRZ.com 
and a special QSL card sent via the SARL QSL Bureau. ZS6WR/2 Lighthouse 
would love to make a contact with you during this special event. Please turn on 
your radio, contact as many Lighthouses as possible and claim your Lighthouse 
certificate. Remember - the bands are only dead when your radio is off! 


The Boland Amateur Radio Club will put 2 stations on the air this coming 
weekend during the International Lighthouse Weekend. On |’Agulhas, BARK 
will be using the call sign ZS1IBAK/L from the southernmost lighthouse on the 
African continent. From Cape Columbine, Boland members will also put the 
call sign ZSIBK/L on the air. Amateurs are requested to listen out for the 2 
stations on 80, 40 and 20 m. ZS1BK will also be active on 160, 15 and 10 metres. 
QSL via the electronic SA-QSL system will be replied to. 


The next Sandton ARC Power Hour will take place from 18:45 CAT on Thursday 
25 August on the 145,700 repeater and Echolink on ZS6STN-R. The guest is 
Mike, ZS6MSW and he will be talking about the 7P8CW DXpedition scheduled 
for November. 


The Sasolburg Amateur Radio Club held its AGM on Saturday 6 August. A 
new committee was elected and Louis Haarhoff, ZS6BD, was elected as the 
Chairman for the coming year. Louis thanked the Club members for their trust 
in him and he also thanked the outgoing committee for their work during the 
past year. The Club has seen an average growth of 10% in member numbers 
over the last couple of years and this is because the Club excels in most areas of 
Amateur Radio. Listen for the ZS4SRK call sign, The Club would love a QSO 
with you. 


COMPETITION NEWS 


The fourth leg of the Saturday 40 m Club Contest will be run on Saturday 27 
August and the SARL HF CW contest will be run on 28 August. 


Start your planning for the first weekend in September — the SARL Field Day 
will run from 08:00 UTC on Saturday 3 September to 10:00 UTC on Sunday 4 
September, while the IARU Region 1 SSB Field Day will run from 13:00 UTC 
on 3 September to 12:59 UTC on 4 September. Get out of the house and enjoy 
a weekend outdoors. Get the information about the local contests in the 2022 
Blue Book. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 


Hannes Coetzee, ZS6BZP, reports that the solar activity is expected to be at 
low levels. There are currently 5 sunspots with simple magnetic configurations 
visible. There is a low probability for C-class and a very low probability for 
M-class flaring. If you want to do your own frequency predictions, the expected 
effective sunspot number for the week will be around 52. The 15 to 30 m bands 


will, especially late afternoon, provide some good DX fun. For more information, 
please visit the website spaceweather.sansa.org.za. 


Finally, a diary of some upcoming events: 

This afternoon — The SARL HF Digital contest 

19 August - The closing date for the HF Digital logs 

20 and 21 August — The International Lighthouse and Lightship weekend 
25 August — The Sandton Power Hour 

27 August — The SARL 40m Club contest and the West Rand Flea Market 
28 August — The SARL HF CW contest 

1 September — The closing date for Club contest logs 

2 September — The closing date for the HF CW logs 

3 and 4 September — The Region 1 Field Day and the SARL Field Day 

9 September — The closing date for Field Day logs 


10 September — The Regional FT4 DX Contest and the AMSAT SA Space 
Symposium 


10 and 11 September — The SAMOC Spring Sweepstakes 
To conclude our bulletin, a recap of our main news story: 


The SARL HF Digital Contest will be on the air from 14:00 to 17:00 UTC this 
afternoon, with RTTY activity spread over the three periods as in the HF Phone 
contest. All the information is on page 62 of the 2022 SARL Contest Manual. 
Please read the contest rules and General Rule 15.7 before the contest. 


This concludes our bulletin for this morning. 


We invite clubs and individuals to submit news items of interest to radio am- 
ateurs and shortwave listeners, in both English and Afrikaans, if possible, by 
following the News Inbox link on the South African Radio League web page. 
News items to include in the bulletin should reach the news team no later than 
the Friday preceding the bulletin date. 


You are welcome to join us every Sunday morning for the weekly radio program, 
Amateur Radio Today at 10:00 CAT. The programme can be heard on VHF and 
UHF repeaters countrywide and relayed on 7 082 kHz lower sideband by Louis, 
ZS5LP. A rebroadcast by Andy, ZS6ADY can be heard on Monday evenings at 
19:30 CAT on 3 620 kHz. 


We welcome your signal reports, comments and suggestions; please send these 
by e-mail to artoday@sarl.org.za. 


You have listened to a news bulletin written by Dennis Green, ZS4BS, proofread 
by Herman Erasmus, ZS6CTA and read by .............. 


From the news team, best wishes for the week ahead. 


